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Smugglers use legal
route to ship drugs

Illegal units, lax security have made Delhi a
global hub for narcotics, OTC drugs

IN THE past month, law enforcement agencies
have seized nearly five tonnes of psychotropic
drugs from different parts of Delhi. The
Narcotics Bureau (NCB) says some of these
drugs are being “leaked” from legal distribution
channels. The pharmaceuticals industry
disagrees and wants enforcement agencies to raid
illegal factories.

The NCB on Monday seized 550 kg ephedrine,
a drug used to manufacture amphetamines and
ecstasy, from the office of a courier company in
Okhla. The drug worth Rs 55 core was being
smuggled to Canada. The bureau also arrested
two persons, including a Canadian national.

“We have information that the drug was
siphoned off from legal distribution channels.
We will book the offending
distributor/manufacturer after establishing the
entire trail,” said Om Prakash, Deputy Director
General, NCB.

The agency says there are several “controlled
substances” under the National Drugs and
Psychotropic  Substances Act that are

manufactured in India. Over the past decade,
instances of these being smuggled out of the
country have become frequent.

It is not just substances like ephedrine, but also
scheduled substances like benzodiazepines used
as relaxants that are being smuggled out. The
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) in its 2006 report counted Indian
among suppliers of ephedrine, methaqulone,
mandrax and precursor chemicals such as acetic
anhydride used to process poppy into heroine.

“To prevent smuggling, we at the NCB have
been educating manufacturers, wholesalers and
retailers to keep a track of all transaction. We
have also asked the industry to follow the KYC
(know your customer) principle,” said Om
Prakash.

There is also the problem of illegal factories

TR T FaEe sfaves, T 3w, @@ RiE/R00a

South Africa. “There is a ban on the
manufacture of mandrax. It is mostly made
clandestinely,” said Om Prakash.

In the past, NCB has busted factories manufac-
turing this drug in Hyderabad, South Gujarat,
Rajastan, and Western Uttar Pradesh. It found
that some of these factories were being financed
and controlled by non-resident Indians.

D.G. Shah, chairman of the Indian
Pharmaceuticals Association, disagrees that
psychotropic substances are diverted from legal
channels.

“Such diversions are easy to track, for the
NDPS Act and the Drugs and Cosmetics Act
make it mandatory for each manufacturer,
wholesaler and retailer to keep a track of each
batch of the medicine,” he said.

Shah suspects the source of these drugs be

illegal factories.
-Source: Source: DEA, New Delhi Country Office, Indian
Subcontinent, Narcotics News Bulletin, September/October 2006, Page No-6.
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