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For drug smugglers, it’s
new all-mail world

Four hashish consignments seized at
Foreign Post Office in past week

PRATUL SHARMA NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 20

THE good old postal system has found a new client:
drug traffickers. With the Customs department at
Foreign Post Office here confiscating four consignments
of hashish in the past one week, officials say mailing
narcotics is the new route hit upon by traffickers.

All four parcels, weighing 1.2 kg in all, were headed
for the United Kingdom, officials said.

Since April, Customs officials have registered 24 cases
of attempted export of narcotics from the Foreign Post
Office. They have confiscated two kilograms of heroin
and about 9 kg hashish, destined mostly for European
countries.

About the latest haul, a senior Customs official said:
“The consignments all originated from Meleodganj,
Himachal Pradesh. The tags said they were religious
texts but we opened them on suspicion and found
hashish concealed inside. Special cavities were made to
conceal the narcotics.”

According to officials, all four parcels bore fake
Meleodganj address. Customs officials have forwarded
to their London counterparts the UK addresses where
the parcels were headed, but going by experience they
are not relying much on those to be true either.

Meanwhile, the department is now upgrading
infrastructure at the Foreign Post Office to track such
consignments.

Officials said Viagra and their Indian clones are also
smuggled out through the postal route. They added that
the department is at present probing the origin of 500

such suspicious parcels containing Viagra clones.
-Source: Source: DEA, New Delhi Country Office, Indian Subcon-
tinent, Narcotics News Bulletin, November/December 2006, Page No-35.
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